
LOWCOUNTRY PHI BETA KAPPA ASSOCIATION 

P.O. Box 421, Charleston SC 29402 

http://www.pbklowcountry.org/ 

 

Please mail to: Lowcountry Phi Beta Kappa Association, P.O. Box 421, Charleston, SC 29402  

 

August 19, 2020 

Dear Friends: 
 

In previous years you would have opened this letter, expecting to find an appeal to pay your dues and make a donation 

to the scholarship fund of the Lowcountry Phi Beta Kappa Association. Then you would have read about upcoming 

association events promoting the liberal arts. This year is different.   

 

With indoor gatherings of even relatively small groups still strongly discouraged because of COVID-19, your board 

has felt compelled to cancel all in-person events at least through the end of the calendar year. Alas, that will include 

our gala Holiday Party at the Charleston Library Society. 

 

But we shall never surrender.  The national office is hosting an on-line panel discussion early next month, to explore 

ways by which a foundation in the Arts and Sciences can support a productive career, even in the present climate.  

Here locally we are planning a virtual event in October as part of the Phi Beta Kappa Society’s “Key Connection” 

program, more details forthcoming. We urge you to watch our website (www.pbklowcountry.org) not only for news 

of our local association, but also for information about programs—most, if not all, virtual—that may be of interest. 

 

Although the pandemic forced us to cancel our traditional scholarship awards dinner in April, I am pleased to 

announce that we have presented checks for $2,500 to Benjamin Blauch, a rising senior graphics arts major at 

Charleston Southern; Nicholas Fricchione, a rising senior in The Citadel’s honors program; and Madeline Methvin, a 

rising senior political science major in the Honors College at the College of Charleston. We hope to introduce them to 

you soon, most likely through some virtual means. 

 

Given the unfortunate curtailment of our program activities, the board has approved a 40% discount on dues for 2020-

2021. To help us cover operating costs and incidental expenses, this year only we are requesting $20 in dues, not our 

usual $35. Please fill out the form below. Persons inducted into Phi Beta Kappa in the last five years receive one 

year of membership free. We are a 501(c)(3) organization; donations and dues are tax-deductible. Even if you 

cannot join us this year, please donate to the scholarship fund. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact me at 843-766-5954 or clippy43@gmail.com.  To refresh your memories of 

2019-2020, as a model for years to come, please turn this sheet over. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

Charles H. Lippy, President 

Lowcountry Phi Beta Kappa Association 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  

Name________________________________________  Elected at _________________ Year________   

 

Address ________________________________________  City/ZIP____________________________  

 

E-mail address___________________________________  Phone _____________________________ 

 

Annual dues @ $20_____  Scholarship donation _________ Total______________________________ 

 

I prefer to receive information by  ____ US mail     ____ Email  
  

http://www.pbklowcountry.org/
mailto:clippy43@gmail.com


LOWCOUNTRY PHI BETA KAPPA ASSOCIATION 

Annual Report 2019 – 2020 
 

 

President       Treasurer 

Dr. Charles H. Lippy      Dr. Karen Burnett 

clippy43@gmail.com      BurnettK@cofc.edu 

 

Vice-President       Board of Directors 

Mr. Tom Campbell      Dr. Robert T. Dillon, Jr. 

leicar7@aol.com      Ms Hillary Hutchinson  

        Dr. Maxwell Mowry 

Secretary       Mr. Bill Putnam 

Dr. Dave Trautman      Mr. David Zoellner 

TrautmanD@citadel.edu 

 

October 13, 2019: Twenty persons attended the fall program at the home of association vice-president Tom 

Campbell and his wife, Dorothy Knuppel. Our special guest for the day was Maura Hogan, recently named 

the first arts critic for the Charleston Post and Courier. In her informal remarks, Ms Hogan noted the 

stunning surge in arts activity in the Lowcountry over the last two decades, adding that having an arts critic 

(as well as a separate arts reporter) not only demonstrated the increasing 

importance of the arts but also gave the arts a voice, an advocate. 

December 16, 2019: More than 80 jolly revelers gathered at the 

Charleston Library Society for the annual Lowcountry Phi Beta Kappa 

Association buffet dinner and holiday party. Seasonal music was provided 

by pianist Tom Bailey and a choir of spirited wassailers. Alums from the 

Ivy League schools joined with PBK members and friends to celebrate the 

holidays  

February 10, 2020:  Some 30 members and friends gathered at the Charleston Library Society. Anne 

Cleveland, director, and Doerte McManus, development director, offered an informative presentation on the 

massive renovations the Library Society is completing as well as 

several new program initiatives being undertaken. Attendees were 

given a tour of the vault, where they examined some of the prized 

items in the collection, including one of the 4 extant copies of the 1669 

Fundamental Constitutions of Carolina, Another highlight was visiting 

the new Igoe Shakespeare Library, home to one of the finest 

collections of Elizabethan materials in the region. 

Scholarship Awards: The COVID pandemic forced cancellation of 

the spring scholarship banquet at which we recognize top students in 

the arts and sciences at the three local universities. Checks for $2,500, along with a congratulatory letter, 

were sent to Benjamin Blauch (Charleston Southern), Nicholas Fricchione (The Citadel), and Madeline 

Methvin (College of Charleston) 
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